SALCHA-DELTA
SOIL & WATER
CONSERVATION
DISTRICT

DATES TO REMEMBER

e January 16
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Office Closed

February 7
Board Meeting, 8:30 am

February 20
Presidents’ Day
Office Closed

February 25
Farm Forum, 9am-4pm

March 6
Board Meeting, 8:30 am

March 13-15
Sustainable Agriculture
Conference, Fairbanks
(see pg. 5 for more info)
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Groundwater Study

The Salcha-Delta Soil and Water
Conservation District recently received
funding to investigate the dynamics of
the Delta area water table. The purpose
of the study is to: 1) develop base maps
that can be used to estimate the depth to
water; 2) understand long term changes
to the water table; and 3) look at short
term fluctuations to the water table
throughout the year.

Currently, Colin Barnard, with the District

GIS Department, is reviewing public well
logs from various drilling outfits in the
area to develop a geo-database and map
layer that show spatially where wells are
located and the depth to static water
level at the time of drilling.
This information can then be
sorted by date to show how the
water table may be changing over
time. It can also be used to ex-
trapolate what might be the depth
to static water in areas where no
wells have been drilled before.

In order to collect data that
indicates what the seasonal
fluctuations of the water table
are, the District will be teaming
up with scientists from the Cold
Regions Research Engineering
Laboratory (CRREL) and UAF
to install transducers in wells
that are not being used through-
out the area. These transducers
are lowered into the casing and
secured so that they can collect
water level data each day and
store it in a computer chip =
within the unit itself. At the end
of a specified amount of time,
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the units are pulled from the casing
and the data is retrieved for analysis.

In the end, the District hopes to be
able to have tools available to property
owners and cooperators in the area to
help make decisions about land manage-
ment goals. For example, a landowner
who may want to develop his or her
property can use these tools to estimate
depth to static water and anticipate
costs for drilling.

If you have any questions about the
project, or would like to participate in
the study, please contact the District at
895-6279. &

By Colin Barnard, GIS Program Administrator
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his map shows the various well depths to reach
static water in different parts of the Delta area.
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Phosphorus and Potassium Fertility Study

The 2011 growing season brought some challenging
days in the field. However, we have wrapped up the
second year of data collection for the phosphorus
and potassium soil fertility study at the UAF Delta
Junction Field Research Site near Delta Junction.
The information from this three-year study will be
used to determine better phosphorus and potassium
management for barley, brome hay, and irrigated
potatoes on Delta Junction soils.

Soil pH, the acidity or alkalinity of a soil, can limit
the availability of phosphorus under certain conditions.
Phosphorus is most available to a plant at a pH of 5.5
to 7.5. An acid soil with a pH below 5.5 is likely to have
reduced phosphorus availability because it is “tied-up”

- e by aluminum and
iron concentrations.
An acid soil can be
“neutralized” with the
addition of aglime.
@ Soil is considered
% neutral when having
apH of 7.0.

Harvesting barley plots.

Because soil pH plays a role in the availability of
some plant nutrients, all of the crops in this study
were treated with different rates of phosphorus and
potassium on both limed and unlimed soils. With the
addition of lime, the soil pH was altered from an
average pH of 5.0 to a more “neutral” pH of 6.5.

Differences in overall crop health, maturity, and
yield were observed between the limed and unlimed
plots and furthermore, between the different application
rates of phosphorus and potassium. Plant tissue
samples were collected on the crops throughout the
field season to compare nutrient concentrations to
the application rate of phosphorus and potassium
fertilizer. Soil samples were taken after harvest to

Good-~bye, Trudy

observe residual
phosphorus and
potassium levels.

The Salcha-Delta
SWCD hosted a
Field Days work-
shop at the UAF
Delta  Field :
Research Site in  potato plants shon a response to
late July where differe_nt rates of phosphorus and
producers were P otassium.
given information on the 2010 harvest results and
were able to observe the differences between the
application rates of phosphorus and potassium fertilizer
and the limed and unlimed treatments.

During the winter months, data that was collected
during the growing season is analyzed, which consists
of over 1,000 soil and plant tissue samples annually.
Once all three years of data has been gathered and
analyzed, the information will be published with the
University of Alaska Fairbanks to assist producers
and technical specialists with fertilizer management
decisions. &

By Meghan Lene, Agricultural Specialist

Recording data on the potato plots in summer 2011.

The District bids a fond farewell
to Trudy Pink as she embarks on a
new and exciting opportunity in

Miles City, Montana as a Soil
Scientist for the USDA NRCS.
Trudy has been a Soil Scientist
with the District since the spring
of 2008. She has worked on a

variety of wetland and soil
mapping projects on agricultural
and military lands. She will be
leaving us on January 20™. Best
wishes to Trudy, her husband,
George, and their new baby, Gus,
as they set out on their newest
adventure. @
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Poster Contest Join i

Salcha-Delta Soil & Water
Conservation District is excited to
announce the 2012 poster contest.
Each year, the National Association
of Conservation Districts and
Auxiliary select a stewardship
theme to increase the awareness about
the need to take care of our natural
resources.

This year’s theme “SOIL TO SPOON” concen-
trates on the importance of understanding where
the food you eat each day comes from. You can see
a wide variety of products in your local grocery
store. How does the food get from the soil to my
spoon, anyway? To learn more about where your
food comes from, select one of your favorite foods
or products and follow its progress from the soil to
your plate.

Good posters tell a story about you and your
community conservation practices, by capturing
people’s attention with a powerful graphic and
inspiring message.

Resource information can be found by talking to
local farmers, ranchers or gardeners in your
community, conservation district office, and the
cooperative extension office.

Poster contest rules and entry form can found
in the enclosed flier with this newsletter. They
can also be obtained by visiting the conservation
district office website and Facebook page. Please
see the last page of the newsletter for the website
addresses.

The SWCD Poster Contest provides students in
kindergarten through twelfth grade an opportunity
to convey their thoughts about soil, water and
related natural resource issues through art.

Board Election Results

The SWCD Board of Supervisors seats occupied by
the current Chair and Vice-Chair were up for election
this past November. Two nominations were submitted
to the Department of Natural Resources for the two
seats. Rex Wrigley was appointed to Seat C and
Scott Schultz was appointed to Seat B. Both seats are
3-year terms, expiring December 12, 2014. &

i) . L
&/ Monetary awards are given to each division:

Division 1 — grades K and 1

Division 2 — grades 2 and 3

Division 3 — grades 4 through 6

Division 4 — grades 7 through 9

Division 5 — grades 10 through 12
Posters are due to the Salcha-Delta Conservation
District office on February 22, 2012 by 3pm.
Contests begin at the local conservation district
level and district winners advance to the state level.
Finally, state winners advance to the National Con-

test level. National winners are recognized each year
at the NACD Annual Meeting.

Please contact Tammie Kovalenko at the SWCD
District for more information. @

By Tammie Kovalenko, Conservation Education

Q o

Student poster contest entries from previous years.
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Saturday, February 25%9:00 - 4:00
Delta Junction, Alaska
Delta High School Small Gymnasium

9:00 - 9:15 Welcome Speaker
Charlie Knight — Retired UAF and Division of Agriculture - Fairbanks

9:15 - 9:45 Barley Biofuel Project
Bryce Wrigley — Salcha-Delta Soil & Water Conservation District - Delta

9:45 - 10:00 Noxious Weed Program Changes and Weed Free Forage Issues
Phil Kaspari — UAF Cooperative Extension Service - Delta

10:00 - 10:30  Late Blight
Bill Campbell — Plant Material Center - Palmer

10:30-10:45 Break

10:45-11:30 Food Processing Regulations
Kate Idzorick UAF Cooperative Extension Service — Fairbanks
Lorinda Lhotka Department of Environmental Conservation - Fairbanks

11:30 - 12:00  Division of Agriculture - Activities and Updates
Director Francie Havemeister - Palmer

12:00 - 1:30 Potluck Luncheon — Guests are asked to follow this schedule when bringing a dish:

A-F = Vegetable or Fruit
G-L = Desserts
M-R = Pasta or Rice

S-Z = Salads
Main meat dishes, scalloped potatoes and dinner rolls will be provided through donations.
1:30 - 1:45 NRCS Update
Bob Jones — Natural Resources Conservation Service - Palmer
1:45 - 2:15 Heritage Hogs and Other Stuff
Brandy McClean - Delta
2:15 - 2:45 Marketability of Peonies
Carolyn Chapin — Polar Peonies, LLC - Fairbanks
2:45 - 3:00 Break
3:00 - 3:15 Salcha-Delta Soil and Water Conservation District

Rex Wrigley — Chair SDSWCD
= Annual Report
= 2011 Cooperator of the Year

3:15 - 3:45 2011 Cooperator of Year - Delta
TBA
4:00 Adjourn
> The 2012 Delta Farm Forum is co-sponsored by the University of Alaska Fairbanks Cooperative Extension Service (UAF
COOPERATIVE CES), Delta District @ 895-4215 and the Salcha-Delta Soil and Water Conservation District (SDSWCD) @, 895-6279.
EXTENS!Q,':! Both are located in the Jarvis Office Center in Delta Junction. \

Vendor booths will be set up in the hallway with a variety of information available.

The University of Alaska Fairbanks Cooperative Extension Service programs are available to all, without regard to race, color, age, sex, creed, national
origin, or disability and in accordance with all applicable federal laws. Provided in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, acts of May 8 and June
30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Fred Schlutt, Director, Cooperative Extension Service, University of Alaska Fairbanks.
The University of Alaska Fairbanks is an affirmative action/equal opportunity employer and educational institution.
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Schedule for Local Workshops

The following workshops and dates are tentative, so
please contact the CES office in Delta Junction for
the latest information and/or to register for Delta
classes: cmroden@alaska.edu or 907-895-4215.
Pesticide Safety Education—with Phil Kaspari

All categories - initial and recertification

2-day conference

When: February 7 & 8§, 9am - 5pm
1 hour lunch break

Where: Delta Career Advancement Center
Delta Junction (behind Delta High School)

=4 COOPERATIVE
e EXTENSION

Building Workshop (specific topic TBA)—with
Rich Seifert
When: February 17, 1:00 - 5:00pm

Where: Delta Career Advancement Center
Delta Junction

~

Residential Building Workshop—with Rich Seifert

When: February 18, 9am - S5pm
1 hour lunch break

Where: Delta Career Advancement Center

2012 Alaska Greenhouse & Nursery Conference

Alaska Greenhouse & and Peony Growers Conference

Nursery Conference
REGISTRATION CUT-OFF: JANUARY 20, 2012

Wednesday, January 25 and Registration is now open for the annual Alaska Greenhouse & Nursery
Thursday, January 26 and Alaska Peony Growers Conferences, which will meet back-to-
back, January 25-27, 2012 at the Alyeska Resort in Girdwood. The
Poanv ﬁ\ greenhouse and nursery conference is geared to commercial growers,
oYy 3 but gardeners are welcome. The peony growers conference
rowers includes presentations by peony growers, marketing experts and
Grow A BLOOMING BUSINESS researchers. View the agenda and download registration information
Thursday, January 26 and or register online here: www.uaf.edu/ces/gardening/hort2012/
Friday, January 27

Save the Dates: March [3—13, 2012

Sustainable Agriculture Conference

The Eighth Annual Sustainable Agriculture Conference will be taking place March 1315, 2012, at the
Fairbanks Princess Riverside Lodge. Two preconference workshops, focusing on mushroom cultivation
and business planning, will precede the two-day conference.

Some topics will be:
* A History of Vegetable Varieties Developed in Alaska
* How to Sell to Restaurants: What Chefs Want — A panel discussion between restaurants and growers
* Updates on Gardening Projects in Fort Yukon
* The Alaska Flour Company in Delta Junction — Alaska’s only commercial flour mill
* Learn about the CES Commercial Kitchen for Rent
* Funding Opportunities through the Alaska Division of Agriculture
* Parasitic Insects and Their Importance in Biocontrol of Pests

Please call the Cooperative Extension Service at 907-474-1530 for more information. Also, keep checking the
following websites for conference updates, agenda items, accommodations and registration information:
www.uaf.edu/ces/ah/sare/conference/ or http://aksare.wikispaces.com/



https://cms-prod-edit.uaf.edu/ces/gardening/hort2012/
https://cms-prod-edit.uaf.edu/ces/gardening/hort2012/conference-info/2012-reg-form-final-12-16.pdf
https://epay.alaska.edu/C21563_ustores/web/store_main.jsp?STOREID=2
http://www.uaf.edu/ces/gardening/hort2012/
mailto:cmroden@alaska.edu
http://www.uaf.edu/ces/ah/sare/conference/
http://aksare.wikispaces.com/

N Find us on the web!

Salcha-Delta Soil and Water

PO Box 547 . . .
Phone: 907-895-6279 Conservation District
; Fax: 907-895-6278 BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
E-mail: deltaswcd@wildak.net Chair
Rex Wrigley
R R o Vice-Chair Treasurer
> SQNB 2y CI 0S0221H  scottSchultz Phil Kaspari
www.facebook.com/home.php#!/pages/ Members
Salcha-Delta-Soil-and-Water-Conservation- Garv Sonnichsen Shellv Tappen
District/104593292946238 y y tapp
STAFF

Bryce Wrigley, District Manager
Jeff Durham, Program Administrator
Colin Barnard, GIS Program Administrator
Meghan Lene, Agricultural Specialist
Tammie Kovalenko, Conservation Education
Trudy Pink, Soil Scientist
Earl McNabb, Projects Manager
Chuck Mancuso, Agriculture Program Coordinator
Gary Cooper, Water Quality Program Coordinator
Violeta Vorobyov, Administrative Assistant

www.salchadeltaswcd.org
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