SALCHA-DELTA
SOIL & WATER
CONSERVATION
DISTRICT

DATES TO REMEMBER
May 7
Five for 5 Scholarship
Application Deadline
May 28
Memorial Day
Office Closed
May 29 & 30
Well-Safe Water Testing Clinic
(see article on pg. 2)
June 5
Board Meeting, 8:30 am
July 3
Board Meeting, 8:30 am
July 4
Independence Day
Office Closed
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Cooperator of the Year
The Conservation Cooperator of
the Year for the 2011 field season is
Frank Borman of Bormans Farm
located near Delta Junction. Bormans
Farm offers U-pick vegetables, berries,
flowers, Alaska-certified seed
potatoes and, most recently, peonies
for the commercial flower industry.
Frank has been a cooperator with
the Salcha-Delta SWCD since 2006.
He has worked with the District and
Cooperative Extension Service on
nutrient and pest management planning and participated in the District’s
noxious weed management program.
He has generously cooperated with
the University of Alaska Fairbanks on
peony and Rhodiola research. Frank
has hosted numerous public tours
including the Salcha School Farm
Tour and the Delta Farm Bureau
Farm Tour. His experience with
growing seed potatoes and knowledge
in herbicide management contributed
to the herbicide carryover study
led by the Agricultural Research
Service in 2011. Frank is active in
the Farm to School program and is
currently working to incorporate locally
grown cabbage into the school’s lunch
menu. He also provides potatoes and
vegetables to the SWCD sponsored
Conservation Outdoor School.

Frank is an innovative and progressive
farmer who enjoys researching
new opportunities and sharing his
experience and knowledge with others.
With the help of the Alaska Agriculture
Innovation Grant, Frank brought his
innovative thinking to reality with a
wind machine to protect his crops
from unexpected frosts – thereby
allowing him to extend his growing
season.

From l-r: Bryce Wrigley, District Manager,
Meghan Lene, Agricultural Specialist, Frank
Borman, Cooperator of the Year, and Phil
Kaspari, CES UAF Agricultural Extension Agent.

These are just a few examples of
Frank’s leadership and outstanding
cooperation in recent years with the
District and other local agencies. The
District staff thanks Frank for his
cooperation and looks forward to
working together in the future.
Congratulations to Bormans Farm!
By Meghan Lene, Agricultural Specialist
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Well-Safe Water Testing Clinic—May 29th & 30th
When is the last time you had your household
well water tested? It’s likely that the majority of
homeowners have never tested their household
drinking water. Drinking water can contain
contaminants that are invisible to the naked eye and
harmful to human health.
Arsenic is a highly toxic contaminant and can
occur naturally. It is a hazardous material and a
possible carcinogen. Coliform bacteria is an indicator
of the presence of fecal contamination. This bacteria
can present a very serious health risk
that can cause illness and could signal
a threat to your drinking water supply.

The Salcha-Delta Soil and Water Conservation
District is hosting a Well-Safe water testing clinic the
last week in May for homeowners within the District
boundaries. Kits can be picked-up and returned at
the District office on the 29 th and 30th of May. A
Well-Safe water testing kit includes a test for
arsenic, coliform, and nitrates+nitrites, along with
easy-to-follow sampling instructions.
Following collection, samples can be dropped off
at the district office. The district will cover the cost of
shipping to the lab for analysis. Results will
then be mailed from the testing laboratory to
both the homeowner and District office.

We are offering this kit at a reduced
Nitrates+nitrites, over a relatively
rate. For a District cooperator (a producer
short period of time, can be very
of renewable resources and following a
dangerous, causing serious illness to
conservation plan), the cost is $60. For all other
infants. Excess nitrates+nitrites could
homeowners, the cost is $90. The regular
result from overuse of fertilizers
price for this kit is $140 plus cost of shipping.
(organic or synthetic), confined livePayment in full will be due at time of pickstock feeding and composting areas,
failing septic systems or inadequate
up. Homeowners are cautioned to return
dilution or separation between the Well-Safe water sample kit collected samples to the District office the
includes test for arsenic,
septic system and the well. The risk nitrates+nitrites, and coliform same day samples were collected to ensure
of nitrate+nitrite contamination is with easy sampling instructions. quality samples are submitted on time to the
lab for analysis.
greater on sandy/gravely soils with
shallow water tables (less than 30 feet). Other areas
If you have any questions, please contact
at risk include: drip irrigation systems without an
Meghan Lene at the District office at 895-7428. We
anti-siphoning valve, uncased wells, wells without a
are located at Mile 1420.5 Alaska Highway, Jarvis
bentonite seal around the casing, and unsealed wells
Office Center on the 2nd floor, Delta Junction.
that are not in use.
By Meghan Lene, Agricultural Specialist

Spreading Noxious Weed Awareness
Maybe you’ve already seen people in
t-shirts with this fun design on the left. That’s
because it is being used in the noxious
weed t-shirts that the Salcha-Delta SWCD is
distributing to spread public awareness about
invasive plants. We have t-shirts in different
sizes and colors—just take your pick! They
are available at a minimal cost of $20.
For more information, please contact the
District at 895-6279.
© 2011 Chad Carpenter. Reprinted with permission.
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2012 Fertilizer Prices
With planting season upon us, here is a look at 2012 fertilizer costs based on UAF baseline-recommended
fertilizer rates (lbs/acre N-P2O5- K2O –S), assuming soil test values are low:
Grain @ 70-40-20-10/acre:
$110/acre
Hay (2 cuttings) @ 120-40-20-10/acre: $150/acre

Pasture @ 70-30-15-10/acre:
$100/acre
Potatoes @ 100-180-150-20/acre: $335/acre

Annual Comparison of Barley Fertilizer Costs to
Prices Received for Barley Grain

*Assuming annual fertilizer rate
(2 cuttings): 120-40-20-10/acre
*Fertilizer prices provided by
Alaska Farmers Co-op, Delta
Junction
*Fertilizer cost does not include
diesel fuel
*Hay yield based on an 8-year
average, 2003-2010, 2 cuttings
at 1.3 tons/acre; Agricultural
Statistics 2011, National Agricultural Statistics Service
*Crop prices based on Tanana
Valley averages; Alaska Agricultural Statistics 2011, National
Agricultural Statistics Service
*2011 and 2012 average crop
prices are projected estimates

*Assuming annual fertilizer
rate: 70-40-20-10/acre
*Price-per-acre received for
straw not included
*Fertilizer prices provided by
Alaska Farmers Co-op, Delta
Junction
*Fertilizer cost does not include
diesel fuel
*Barley yield based on an 8-year
average, 2003-2010, 40 bushels/
acre; Alaska Agricultural
Statistics 2011, National Agricultural Statistics Service
*Crop prices based on state
averages; Alaska Agricultural
Statistics 2011, National Agricultural Statistics Service
*2011 and 2012 average crop
prices are projected estimates

Annual Comparison of Hay Fertilizer Costs to
Prices Received for Hay Crop

2004

continued on page 4…
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Fertilizer Prices … continued from page 3
Annual Comparison of Potato Fertilizer Costs to
Prices Received for Potato Crop

*Assuming annual fertilizer rate: 100-180-150-20/acre
*Fertilizer prices provided by Alaska Farmers Co-op, Delta Junction
*Fertilizer cost does not include diesel fuel
*Potato yield based on an 8-year average, 2003-2010, 200 cwt/acre; Alaska Agricultural Statistics 2011, National
Agricultural Statistics Service
*Crop prices based on state averages; Alaska Agricultural Statistics 2011, National Agricultural Statistics Service
*2011 and 2012 average crop prices not available

If you have any questions regarding this information, please contact Salcha-Delta SWCD at 895-6279.
By Meghan Lene, Agricultural Specialist

Certified Straw and Forage
We hope you know that the District is always
looking for new market opportunities for agriculture. For
the past several years, we have been doing the noxious
weed-free certifications for forage and straw. The
problem has been a lack of market for certified straw
and forage over non-certified choices. Heightened
awareness of noxious and invasive weeds has resulted
in an increasing demand for certified products.
For example, the Bureau of Land Management
requires the use of certified straw and forage for

recreational purposes on federal land whenever it is
available. That includes dog racing and horseback
riding. Alaska-made straw wattles are now in demand
in the Lower 48 because they have fewer weeds.
Growers will need to request certification for this
market to be met. Notify the Salcha-Delta SWCD
early if you are interested in having your forage or
straw certified so we can work with you to maintain
clean fields and train enough personnel to inspect all
the fields requested.
By Bryce Wrigley, District Manager
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February Farm Forum
The 2012 Farm Forum was held on Saturday,
February 25, in the small gym at the Delta High
School. This was the 35th Annual Farm Forum, which
is co-sponsored by the UAF Cooperative Extension
Service and the Salcha-Delta Soil & Water Conservation
District. The warm winter weather drew a crowd of
approximately 135 people who participated in, listened
to and enjoyed the presentations, vendors, and the
traditional potluck luncheon.
As usual, this years’ forum was an interesting
combination of presentations and slideshows from
local farmers, state agency representatives, UAF
researchers, and hallway displays from a variety of
vendors. The DJ Saddletramps 4H Club introduced
speakers throughout the day. Student volunteers
drew names for door prizes and handed out the
donated items to the winners.
Charlie
Knight
giving the
welcoming
speech.

The morning began with welcoming speaker
Charlie Knight, retired UAF Associate Professor
and Division of Agriculture Northern Regional
Manager. Bryce Wrigley, District Manager of the
Salcha-Delta SWCD, spoke next. He presented a
slideshow on the Barley Bio-fuel Project and gave
an update on the Ft. Greely Biomass Project.
NRCS State Conservationist, Bob Jones, talked about
what NRCS does in Alaska, in Delta, and nationwide. Mr. Jones also covered some of the changes
that will be affecting the local NRCS office in the
near future.
Information regarding late blight disease for potatoes
was presented by Bill Campbell, Potato Disease
Control Specialist from the Plant Material
Center in Palmer. He showed numerous
photos and diagrams on what the disease looks
like, how it spreads, and what measures to
take to minimize spreading.
The last speakers of the morning were Kate
Idzorek, UAF CES Food Research Technician,

and Lorinda Lhotka,
DEC Environmental
Health Officer, who
discussed food regulations and what steps
need to be taken when
creating a commercial
kitchen in Alaska.
Kathy Sonnichson and Christy
The afternoon included Roden cheerfully greeting
updates by Division visitors at the sign-in table.
of Agriculture staff from Palmer; a slideshow and
discussion on “heritage hogs” and chicken-raising
operations by Brandy McLean, local owner of Triple
McLean Farms; and an informative presentation
about the business opportunities of growing peonies
in Alaska given by Carolyn Chapin, marketing
and sales director of Polar Peonies, LLC in Fairbanks.
Lastly, the audience enjoyed a short video presented
by the Salcha-Delta SWCD covering some of the
District’s accomplishments in the past year and
several ongoing projects.
The Farm Forum concluded with Meghan Lene,
SWCD Agricultural Specialist, introducing Frank
Borman, the Salcha-Delta SWCD 2011 Cooperator of
the Year. Frank was presented with a 2011 Cooperator
of the Year sign, which will be displayed at his farm.
Congratulations, Frank!
As always, the potluck lunch was a huge success, with
a delicious variety of dishes and Ruby Hollembaek’s
rhubarb lemonade. Special thanks go to Carol
McNabb for preparing the majority of the meat
dishes and the Friends of Delta Ag who did a great
job assisting with the luncheon.
continued on page 6…
Below and right:
Forum attendees
browsing the
hallway vendor
displays.
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Farm Forum ...continued from page 3

The crowd waiting in line to fill their plates with mout hwatering food.

Thank you to all who donated their financial
support, food, door prizes, and time to make this
Farm Forum a success!
If you have any suggestions or ideas about
topics you would like to see next year, or improvements that could be made to future forums, please
contact the CES office at 895-4215 or the SWCD at
895-6279.
We hope to see all of you again next year!
By Violeta Vorobyov, Administrative Assistant

Alaska Weed Free
Certification Program
Forage & Gravel Products

Christy Roden
setting up the
beverage table
for the forum
guests.

Earn qualifications to certify fields
and gravel pits as Weed Free!
Join Cooperative Extension Service, Division of
Agriculture, and Soil & Water Conservation Districts to
learn about the weed free forage certification program.
At this training you will become qualified to certify
fields as “Weed Free”. Phil Kaspari and Gino
Graziano will teach the course, which covers:
• North American Weed Management Association
(NAWMA) standards
• Weed identification
• National & Alaska program requirements
• Field sessions

When: May 16th, 9am-4pm
Where: Plant Materials Center
5310 S. Bodenburg Spur Rd.
Palmer, AK 99645
Cost: Free!
Benefits of using Alaska Certified
Weed Free Products include • Reduce the spread of undesirable invasive species
• Increase profits to producers of weed free products
If you plan on attending, please contact Darcy
Etcheverry by May 9th: fswcd.tech@gmail.com
or (907) 479-1213 ex. 104
*Distance Delivery may be available—please inquire*

2012 FSWCD Annual Tree Sale
May 26, 10am-4pm
Select and purchase the trees and shrubs you want
on Saturday, the day of the sale
OR
Preorder your trees and shrubs to have a
better chance of getting what you want.
Preorders are due by May 11th
Pickup Friday, May 25, 3pm-6pm
Plants available for pre-ordering:
Bearberry
Dwarf Mugo Pine
Coral Berry
Tundra Rose
White Spruce
Siberian Pine
Birch
Tamarack
Amur Chokecherry

Late Lilac
Dolgo Crabapple
Ranetka Apple
Boyne Raspberry
Saskatoon Serviceberry
Rose Tree of China
Sea Buckthorn
Hedge Cotoneaster
Alpine Currant

For more information, including prices, pick
up a brochure at the Fairbanks SWCD or
Salcha-Delta SWCD offices. Or you can
download the brochure online at
www.fairbankssoilwater.org.
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2012 Poster Contest Winners
The Salcha-Delta Soil and Water Conservation
District’s annual conservation poster contest encourages
students to express their ideas about agriculture and
the environment in an artistic manner. This year’s
theme “Soil to Spoon” brought many creative entries
portraying how crops are produced into marketable
foods. One of the first place posters in particular
focused on Alaska’s locally grown foods. The poster
illustrated how their family processes and preserves
food they have grown and harvested.
The District would like to thank all the students
who participated this year.

From l-r: Levi M. and Josiah M., both 1st place winners in
their grade categories

Congratulations go to this year’s winners (listed by
grade category):
Grades K-1
1st place - Levi Merrymon
2nd place - Zion Lester
Grades 2-3
1st place - Josiah Merrymon
Grades 4-6
1st place - Daniel Sidorenko
2nd place - Christina Newman
3rd place - Rosa Sidorenko
Grades 10-12 1st place- Amanda Terry

High school student Amanda T.’s 1st place poster depicting
locally grown foods grown, harvested, processed, and
preserved by the family.

Each winner was awarded a cash prize and a
certificate from the Conservation District. The District
sponsors the poster contest in an effort to instill an
appreciation for the environment in our young
people. The first place posters will advance to the
state poster contest for judging. The state winners
will be announced at the Alaska Association of
Conservation Districts in October.
By Tammie Kovalenko, Conservation Education

Above l-r: Daniel S., 1st place winner in
the 4-6 grade level
Right: 2nd place poster by Christina N.

Above l-r: 3rd place poster by Rosa S.,
grades 4-6

Salcha-Delta Soil and Water Conservation District

www.facebook.com/salchadeltaswcd

Conservation Corner is published on a quarterly basis.
Call (907) 895-6279 or email violetaswcd@wildak.net
to receive this free publication either by mail or
email, or if you wish to be removed from the District
mailing list.
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