SALCHA-DELTA
SOIL & WATER
CONSERVATION
DISTRICT

V O L U M E

DATES TO REMEMBER
February 23
Farm Forum, 9am-3pm
March 5
Board Meeting, 8:30 am
March 21
Bison Fence Workshop, 6pm
April 2
Board Meeting, 8:30 am
Board meetings are usually
scheduled for the first
Tuesday of every month at
8:30 am in the Jarvis
Building conference
room.

3 3 , I S S U E

1

1 S T

Q U A R T E R

2 0 1 3

BISON FENCING PROGRAM
The Salcha-Delta SWCD has begun a
new cost-share program to install
perimeter fencing to protect crops and livestock from bison damage. This program
is available to cooperators that have a
current cooperator agreement with the
Salcha-Delta Soil and Water Conservation
District. A scoring matrix will be used to
prioritize applications in the event
applications exceed the amount of
authorized funding.
The Salcha-Delta SWCD will costshare half of the cost of materials and
installation, for a perimeter fence
around the farm up to $1.25 per linear
foot. Payment will be made after the

completion of the fence and gated access
to specifications outlined in the program
guidelines. Program guidelines are
available at the District office.
A workshop that will cover fencing
guidelines and requirements is set for
Thursday, March 21, 2013 at 6pm in
the Jarvis Conference Room. Attending
the workshop is part of the eligibility
requirements for program participation.
Please contact the District at 907-8956279 or deltaswcd@wildak.net for
more information on the Bison Fencing
Program and if you have any other
questions.
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Delta Junction FFA would like to thank
Delta Junction FFA is pleased to announce
all FFA Alumni for their continued
that first-year FFA members Josh Carson
support in preparing the next generation
and DeeDee Webb have been selected
for agriculture.
as two of four winners in the Alaska FFA
Alumni official jacket essay contest!
By Tammie Kovalenko
Each of the four winners will be featured
Conservation Education
in the next issue of the Alaska FFA Alumni
The Salcha-Delta SWCD sponsors the Delta
newsletter and will be recognized at the
Junction FFA chapter.
state convention this coming April.
Take a look on page 4 of this newsletter
to read the essays written by the Delta Below—Students from other state FFA chapters were
eager to pose with the Alaska FFA members during
FFA contest winners.
the National FFA Convention in Indianapolis.
The Alaska FFA Alumni Association is
an affiliate of the Alaska FFA Association
and supports the activities of the
Alaska FFA members through mentoring and teaching them career skills,
judging career events, hiring FFA
members for supervised agricultural
experience programs, and undertaking
fundraisers.
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LOCAL GROUNDWATER STUDY PROGRESSES FORWARD
In the past year, the Salcha-Delta Soil and Water
Conservation District has been mapping well logs
throughout the Delta Junction area in order to develop a
depth-to-groundwater map that can be used for planning purposes. In addition to plotting well logs obtained from the various well drilling companies operating
in the area, the District purchased a sonic water level
meter that can measure depth to static water even if there
is hardware in the well casing. Various individuals in
the community have volunteered to have the District
measure the depth to static water in their private wells
using the sonic water level meter and add that data to the
map layer. Since September, the District has also
monitored six wells spread out over the area for seasonal
fluctuations in static water levels, with the intent to
continue measuring for at least a full year (see page 3
for static water level chart progress).

interest. When used in GIS mapping software like
ArcGIS, this image can be queried to give an estimate
of static water level at the location of interest.
The ability to estimate static water level can be useful
to landowners contemplating development of their
property and being able to plan financially for the
costs of drilling a well. It must be noted, however,
that the products developed from the data collected
can only be used for estimates and are not guaranteed
to produce 100% accurate depths. There are anomalies
in every water table and the areas between collected
well data must be extrapolated by the mapping software.
Also, water tables fluctuate with the season and the
data collected and used for this map were collected at
a single moment in time. Therefore, depending on the
severity of the fluctuations and the time of year, the
estimates could be off by magnitudes of feet.

Below is an image of the products that are being
developed by the data collected over the past year.
This map shows the estimated depth to static water
based on measurements taken throughout the area of

As the District collects more data and continues to study
the water table, not only will these products become
more refined but so will our understanding of one of
our most valuable resources.
By Colin Barnard, GIS Program Administrator

Below—This is the
sonic water level
meter that the District
has been using to
measure static water
levels.
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Above—This chart in progress shows the different static water levels in the course of four months for six different wells located
in areas of Delta Junction.

Ninth Annual
Salcha-Delta SWCD Presents
2nd Annual Conservation Project
Essay Contest
The Conservation Project Essay Contest is open
to students in grades 9-12 who reside within the
Salcha-Delta Conservation District. Participants
will develop a natural resource project of their
choice, based upon essay guidelines set by the SWCD.
Participants will have 4 weeks to complete the
project. Upon project completion, participants will
write a 500 word essay on what they learned and
their experiences during their project.
Project applications period will be open starting
February 18 through April 23, 2013. Winners
will receive cash awards for first, second, and
third place. For essay contest
guidelines and rules please contact
the SWCD office at 895-6279.

March 12–14, 2013
Princess Riverside Lodge, Fairbanks, Alaska

Preconference Workshops
March 12, 2013
• Design and Construction of Water Cisterns
• Rain Barrel Construction and Irrigation Systems
• Low-Cost Sustainable Farming Methods
For more information, including the agenda,
visit http://www.uaf.edu/ces/ah/sare/conference/
or contact Taylor Maida at 907-474-2422 or
temaida@alaska.edu.
877-520-5211 • www.uaf.edu/ces
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A CHANCE—by DeeDee Webb
The Delta Junction FFA Chapter is fairly new to me,
my brother has been in it for over a year. As an incoming
freshman, I was advised to be involved in extracurricular
activities, and FFA interested me. Even though I have
been in this group for 6 months there are ways my life
has changed and my chapter has benefited me.
The easiest part of joining and being a new member
was the fact that I already knew some of the members,
and also opened me up to new friends. Knowing a
good majority of the members in the Delta Chapter, I
wasn’t afraid to challenge myself into becoming a
member like them. Starting a new adventure, I soon
came to realize how a small group of friends could
create a bond through FFA no others had. We worked
efficiently in helping the community and even had fun
spending time together working as a team on different
activities.
When we are all together in a meeting, at an event,
or helping out on a project or farm, I have learned that
working as a team is something we are very strong in.
Everybody has a voice and decisions are made together
with no hassle! When it comes to a job, we get it done

and always finish with some yummy cookies, feeling
accomplished, and of course there’s always a joke or
two to laugh off all the hard work.
My favorite thing that I have been able to witness is
the chance. The chance that was given to us by Mrs.
Kovalenko to succeed; she always says, “Take out
agriculture and insert your career.” It’s not just to
succeed but it includes having a voice, making decisions,
and working together. Not everybody is the best athlete
or the smartest person; if basketball isn’t your favorite
thing, that doesn’t matter. FFA still gives you an
opportunity to have power! FFA advances in your
experience through hard work and eligibility so it
looks great on your résumé!
Only being a freshman, I still have three more years
to be in the Delta FFA chapter. I plan to work on
Hippology (study of horses) in becoming a better
horseman as my first SAE. FFA will lead me to giving
correct care to not only my animals but also lead into a
career of success. I know there are many more things
for me to learn and this is just the beginning. Thank
you for giving me the chance to be me.

WHY FFA?—by John Carson
Recently joining FFA I have been enjoying myself
with the activities and opportunity's it offers. FFA is a
wonderful program that gets teens ready for life after
high school and builds friend ships worth keeping.
Due to a scheduling issue at the beginning of this year
I was unable to take physics to further my career path
in construction and was suggested to take Earth Science.
My Earth Science class ended up branching in to FFA,
we take what we are learning and applying it to life. I
ended up joining FFA after my advisor came and
talked to me about joining; I went to a few meetings
and am now committed.
In my Earth Science class we were applying everything we do in class to farming and environmental
preservation. We do PH testing on soils and looked at
the affects of chemical fertilizers on our waterways
and soils in the future. We looked at the ability of
plants growing on glaciers and how soils absorbed
water. Along with how plants grow in hydroponics and
how we can use hydroponics to grow rice with less
water waist. With what I have learned in FFA, I along
with a few other students have been asked to go in the
field with Alaska Fish and Game and take environmental

samples trying to further preserve our natural resources in
this abundant state of surrounding nature we live in.
Our chapter’s wonderful adviser Mrs. Kovalenko has
been motivating me to further my welding knowledge.
I am a 3rd year welder and enjoy it very much; Mrs.
Kovalenko has suggested that I make welding my SAE. I
am skilled in mechanics, welding, and construction. I
am taking as many college joint classes as are offered
to me. Mrs. Kovalenko also helps me further these
career paths by suggesting that I join FFA bringing
many scholarship opportunities for these programs and
ability to compete in events that already interest me
there for brooding my knowledge of these fields better
reading me for real life.
Even the small amount of time I have been enrolled
in FFA I have realized how many opportunities it has
to offer me and how it can help me in life. With the
scholarships available to being able to have hands on
activities in my fields of interest, To being able to be
with people with similar drive and ideals on future
affairs. I am glad Delta has a program like this and I
hope to see it further itself into the community and
school.
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Saturday, February 23rd 9 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Delta Junction, Alaska
Delta High School Small Gymnasium
Welcome Speaker—TBA
Flour Mill Market
Bryce Wrigley – Owner/Operator Alaska Flour Company
NRCS – Alaska Programs and Updates
Mike Stephens – Soil Conservationist – Natural Resources Conservation Service – Delta
Break
Cookie Manufacturing
Dave Roberts – Owner – Alaska Gourmet Cookies
Salcha–Delta Soil and Water Conservation District
Rex Wrigley – Chair SDSWCD
▪ Annual Report
▪ 2012 Cooperator of the Year
Potluck Luncheon – Guests are asked to follow this schedule when choosing a dish:
A–F = Salads
G–L = Vegetable or Fruit
M–R = Desserts
S–Z = Pasta or Rice
Main meat dishes, scalloped potatoes and dinner rolls will be provided through donations.
Reducing Energy on the Farm
Art Nash – CES Energy Specialist
Farm to School and Nutritious Food/Schools Grant
Johanna Herron– Farm to School Coordinator – Alaska Department of Natural Resources – Division of Agriculture
Break
Alaska Farmers Co-op – Updates
Zach Knight – AFC Manager
Artisan Sausage Making
Francois Vecchio – Salumiere, Charcutier & Wurstmeister
Adjourn

Vendor booths will be set up in the hallway with a variety of information available.
The 2012 Delta Farm Forum is co–sponsored by the University of Alaska Fairbanks Cooperative Extension Service (UAF
CES), Delta District, 895–4215, and the Salcha–Delta Soil and Water Conservation District (SDSWCD), 895–6279. Both are
located in the Jarvis Office Center in Delta Junction.

The University of Alaska Fairbanks is an affirmative action/equal opportunity employer and educational institution.

Salcha-Delta Soil and Water Conservation District

www.facebook.com/salchadeltaswcd

Conservation Corner is published on a quarterly basis.
Call (907) 895-6279 or email violetaswcd@wildak.net
to receive this free publication either by mail or
email, or if you wish to be removed from the District
mailing list.

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Chair
Rex Wrigley
Vice-Chair
Treasurer
Scott Schultz
Phil Kaspari
Members
Gary Sonnichsen
Shelly Tappen

STAFF
Bryce Wrigley, District Manager
Jeff Durham, Program Administrator
Colin Barnard, GIS Program Administrator
Meghan Lene, Agricultural Specialist
Earl McNabb, Projects Manager
Chuck Mancuso, Agriculture Program Coordinator
Tammie Kovalenko, Conservation Education Coordinator
Gary Cooper, Water Quality Program Coordinator
Violeta Vorobyov, Administrative Assistant
Will Wright, GIS Technician

Salcha-Delta Soil and Water Conservation District
PO Box 547
Delta Junction, AK 99737
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1420.5 Alaska Hwy, Jarvis Bldg.
Phone: 907-895-6279
Fax: 907-895-6278
E-mail: deltaswcd@wildak.net
www.salchadeltaswcd.org

