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DATES TO REMEMBER
 December 25
Christmas Day, Office
Closed
 January 1
New Year’s Day, Office
Closed
 January 7
Board Meeting, 8:30 am
Jarvis Conference Room
 February 5
Board Meeting, 8:30 am
Jarvis Conference Room
 February 22
Farm Forum, 9am-3pm
Delta High School Gym
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LOCAL WINNER IN FFA CREED EVENT
Local Delta Junction student, Hailey
McNabb of the New Horizons High
School FFA Chapter in Alaska, was one
of 48 participants in the National FFA
Creed Speaking Career Development
Event (CDE). The event was held in
Louisville, Kentucky, in October in
conjunction with the 86th National
FFA Convention.

national youth organization of 557,318
student members as part of 7,498 local
FFA chapters in all fifty states, Puerto
Rico and the Virgin Islands. The FFA
mission is to make a positive difference
in the lives of students by developing
their potential for leadership, personal
growth and career success through
agricultural education.

With guidance from advisor Tammie
Kovalenko, all of Hailey’s hard work
paid off when she was awarded a
bronze emblem. The top four students
received cash awards to acknowledge
their success in the event. The cash
awards and the Creed speaking event
are sponsored by the CHS Foundation
as a special project of the National
FFA Foundation.

The National FFA Organization operates
under a federal charter granted by the
81st United States Congress and it is
an integral part of public instruction in
agriculture. The U.S. Department of
Education provides leadership and helps
set direction for FFA as a service to
state and local agricultural education
programs.

The National FFA Creed Speaking
CDE is designed to recognize outstanding FFA members for their ability
to present the National FFA Creed in
a competitive setting. Members deliver
the Creed from memory and respond
to three questions. The event provides
FFA members with the opportunity to
develop their skill to communicate in a
powerful, organized, and professional
manner.
The Creed Speaking event is one of many
educational activities at the National
FFA Convention & Expo in which FFA
members apply the lessons they learned
in their local agricultural education
classes.
The National FFA Organization is a

For more information, visit http://
deltajunctionffa.theaet.com.
By Tammie Kovalenko
Conservation Education
Left to right—Tammie Kovalenko, Hailey
McNabb, and a CDE sponsor representative.
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UPDATE: BISON FENCING PROGRAM
After years of working to find a solution to the bison
depredation problem in Delta, the Salcha-Delta SWCD
decided to offer a cost-share fencing program in
early 2013. This program is offered to farmers who
desire to install a perimeter fence around their farm
to protect their crops from bison damage. In order to
qualify for cost-share, the fence needs to be constructed using high tensile net wire. The completed
fence should be at least 5 feet high and in no place
exceed 20 inches off the ground.

District in order to participate in the program. The
District will cost share 50% of the cost of materials
and installation, not to exceed $1.25 per linear foot.
Payment will be made after completion of the fence
and gated access to specification.

Eligible land will be farms where crops or livestock
are being raised. You must be a cooperator with the

By Bryce Wrigley
District Manager

Cooperators wishing to participate must sign up
with the District to start the approval process. We
encourage interested farmers to contact the District
for additional details about the fencing program.

DELTA STUDENTS @ NATIONAL FFA CONVENTION
In October, students from the Delta Junction FFA Chapter attended the 86th FFA National Convention in Louisville, Kentucky. These snapshots were taken during their stay there. Students from Alaska are always popular at these events.
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UPCOMING CES CLASSES—2014
Record Keeping and Taxes for Agriculture Business
Tuesday, Jan. 14th, 11:30am—1:30pm
Record Keeping and Taxation for Agricultural Businesses will cover the record keeping requirements of the IRS
and tax planning and preparation.
Topics will include but are not limited to: depreciation rules for agriculture business, the Domestic Production
Activities Deduction, soil and water conservation expenses, forestation and reforestation costs, and the dreaded
Hobby Loss rule.
Contact Christy Roden for more information at 907-895-4215, cmroden@alaska.edu, or stop by the CES office
in Jarvis Office Center, Room 114.

Pesticide Safety & Education Certification/Re-certification Classes
The UAF Cooperative Extension Service will offer three certification and re-certification classes for pesticide
applicators in 2014.
January 15 is the deadline to sign up for the first session, which will be offered by videoconference January 21-23
in Fairbanks, Anchorage, Delta Junction and other communities as requested. Classes will meet from 9:00 am
to 4:30 pm with an exam scheduled on January 24.
Other training, using the same material, will be offered evenings March 24-27 and during the daytime April 2830. These videoconference sessions will be offered in Fairbanks, Anchorage and other requested locations.
Delta agriculture agent, Phil Kaspari, other Extension agents, and the Department of Environmental Conservation
will teach the classes. The state requires certification for anyone who acts as a pesticide consultant or engages
in the commercial or contract use of a pesticide. Certification is also required for individuals who use or sell
restricted-use pesticides.
The cost is $30 plus additional fees for study materials, which are available through Extension offices or online.
Register and order study materials at http://bit.ly/ces-workshops. You must be at least 18 years old to apply
for certification. Students are encouraged to become familiar with the materials and math needed prior to the
training session.
Classes listed below will be offered to provide information on safe handling, correct application and toxicity.
Initial & Re-certification workshop for:
Category # 1 – Regulatory Pest Control
Category # 2 – Demonstration and Research Pest Control
Category # 3 – Private Agriculture Pest Control
Category # 4 – Ornamental and Turf Pest Control
Category # 5 – Antifouling Paint
Category # 6 – Aquatic Pest Control
Category # 7 – Industrial, Institutional, Structural, and
Health-Related Pest Control

Category # 8 – Public Health Pest Control
Category # 9 – Right of Way Control
Category #10 – Mosquito and Biting Fly Pest Control
Category #11 – Aerial Pest Control
Category #12 – Forest Pest Control
Category #13 – Wood Preservatives
Category #14 – Restricted-Use Pesticide Dealers

For more information and to request another location, contact Janice Chumley at 907-262-5824 or
jichumley@alaska.edu. Also, more information is available on the web: www.uaf.edu/ces/ah/psep
and www.uaf.edu/ces/ah/psep/pesticide-training-sessio/.
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WHAT A TSP CAN DO FOR YOU
Submitted by Catherine Hadley, Last Frontier Agricultural and Environmental Services, LLC

A technical service provider, or TSP, are individuals
or businesses that have technical expertise in planning and design for a variety of conservation activities.
Farmers and ranchers can hire a TSP to do work on
behalf of NRCS. TSPs provide service to NRCS
clients in two basic areas: conservation practice
design, installation and checkout and in the development of Conservation Activity Plan (CAPs).
Conservation practices such as nutrient management, pest management, revegetation practices, etc.
can be designed and checked out by a TSP. TSP
funds must be requested by the contract holder in
the year they are going to be used. For example, if
you would like to hire a TSP to complete a fertilizer
recommendation for 2014, after January 1, 2014 you
would need to talk to your local NRCS office and
request to use a TSP for such purposes. NRCS would
do a contract modification to add funds to the contract
for hiring a TSP. After the TSP has completed the
requirements, the payment would be made.
CAPs cover the development of a plan such as a
Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan
(CNMP), Nutrient Management Plan, Grazing Plan
or Energy Audit Plan. The producer applies for
EQIP through the NRCS office and requests the
development of a CAP in their selected area. Once
the application is ranked and funded, the producer
may hire a TSP to complete the CAP. The cost share

assistance received through the EQIP program will
assist in paying the TSP fees.
There are several benefits to using a TSP for your
conservation planning and implementation. The first
benefit is that you will be using a TSP that has
proven their expertise in the field for which you are
hiring them. TSPs have a smaller client base and
will be able to provide more individualized attention
to your needs. TSPs are also not encumbered by a
large range of duties that may take time away
from completing technical work. Additionally, TSPs
are required to provide the client and NRCS with
certain basic items, but the sky is the limit. A TSP
can do as much work as you would like and can
delve deeper into your resource concerns.
More information about TSPs can be found at
www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/
programs/technical/tsp/.
Catherine Hadley is a former NRCS employee with over 20
years experience in crop and animal sciences. Catherine is a
Certified Crop Advisor and owner of Last Frontier Agricultural
& Environmental Services, LLC. Catherine can be reached
at 907-460-8628 or akfarmgirl1@gmail.com.

DELTA FFA MEMBER RECEIVES $1,000 GRANT
A $1,000 grant has been awarded to FFA member
Hailey McNabb of Delta Junction, Alaska, by the
National FFA Foundation. Hailey is a member of the
Delta FFA Chapter and was selected from hundreds
of applicants nationwide.
The SAE Grant is designed to help FFA members create
and enhance their supervised agricultural experience
(SAE), a requirement that all FFA members must

complete. An SAE requires FFA members to create
and operate an agriculture-related business, work at
an agriculture-related business, or conduct an agricultural research experience. Upon completion, FFA
members must submit a comprehensive report
regarding their career development experience.
Congratulations on your hard work, Hailey!
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BOARD NOMINATIONS
Three SWCD Board of Supervisors seats were up for election this
past November. Three nominations were submitted to the Department
of Natural Resources for the three seats. Phil Kaspari was appointed
to Seat D, Gary Sonnichsen was appointed to Seat E, and Tony
Williams was appointed to Seat A. Seats D and E expire December
2015, and Seat A expires December 2016.

Merry

More information on the Board of Supervisors and changes in
membership will be published in the next newsletter.

A LASKA PEONY GROWERS
2014 WINTER CONFERENCE
When
Pre-conference classes: Thursday, Jan. 30
Conference sessions: Friday & Saturday, Jan. 31– Feb. 1, 2014
Where
BP Energy Center, 900 E. Benson Blvd., Anchorage
Registration is limited due to room size.
Register early to reserve your seats!
Available resources online at www.alaskapeonies.org:
Conference Registration Form
Conference Schedule
Risk Management for Peony Enterprises Flyer
Conference Location Map
Vendor/Sponsor Registration Form
2014 APGA Membership Registration Form
Key speakers:

and a

Happy
New
Year!

Salcha-Delta Soil and Water Conservation District

www.facebook.com/salchadeltaswcd

Conservation Corner is published on a quarterly basis.
Call (907) 895-6279 or email violetaswcd@wildak.net
to receive this free publication either by mail or
email, or if you wish to be removed from the District
mailing list.
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