
 

 

 

 

When is the last time you had your 

household well water tested? It’s likely 

that the majority of homeowners have 

never tested their household drinking 

water. Drinking water can contain 

contaminants that are invisible to the 

naked eye and harmful to human health. 

Arsenic is a highly toxic contaminant 

and can occur naturally. It is a hazardous 

material and a possible carcinogen.  

Coliform bacteria are an indicator of 

the presence of fecal contamination. 

These bacteria can present a very serious 

health risk that can cause illness and 

could signal a threat to your drinking 

water supply.  

Nitrates+nitrites, over a relatively short 

period of time, can be very dangerous, 

causing serious illness to infants. Excess 

nitrates+nitrites could result from over-

use of fertilizers (organic or synthetic), 

confined livestock feeding and composting 

areas, failing septic systems or inadequate 

dilution or separation between the septic 

system and the well. The risk of 

nitrate+nitrite contamination is greater 

on sandy/gravely soils with shallow 

water tables (less than 30 feet). Other 

areas at risk include: drip irrigation 

systems, without an anti-siphoning 

valve, uncased wells, wells without a 

bentonite seal around the casing, and 

unsealed wells that are not in use. 

The Salcha-Delta Soil and Water 

Conservation District is hosting a Well-

Safe water testing clinic the first week 

in June for homeowners within the 

District boundaries. Kits can be picked up 

and returned to the District office on 

the 2nd, 3rd and 4th of 

June. A Well-Safe water 

testing kit includes a test 

for arsenic, coliform, 

and nitrates+nitrites, as 

well as easy-to-follow 

instructions.  

Following collection, samples can be 

dropped off at the District office. The 

District will cover the cost of delivery 

to the lab for analysis. Results will then 

be mailed from the testing laboratory 

to both the homeowner and District 

office. 

We are offering this kit at a reduced rate. 

For a District cooperator (a producer of 

renewable resources and following a 

conservation plan), the cost is $60. For 

all other homeowners, the cost is $90. 

The regular price for this kit is $140 

plus cost of shipping. Payment in full 

will be due at time of pick up.  

Although the kits can be picked up any 

time from 8am to 4pm during the set 

clinic dates, homeowners are cautioned 

to return collected samples to the 

District office the same day samples 

were collected to ensure quality samples 

are submitted on time to the lab for 

analysis. For instance, if the water 

samples were taken on June 3, they 

would need to be brought to the District 

office by 12:30 pm of the same day. 

If you have any questions, please contact 

Meghan Lene at the District office at 

907-895-6279. 

 
By Meghan Lene 

Agricultural Specialist 

WELL WATER TESTING CLINIC:  JUNE 2 - 4 
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 DATES TO REMEMBER 

 June 2, 3, 4                           

Well-water kits available, 

samples due by 12:30pm, 

Jarvis Bldg. upstairs   

 June 3               

Board Meeting, 8:30am 

Jarvis Conference Room 

 July 1               

Board Meeting, 8:30am 

Jarvis Conference Room 

 July 4                                      

Independence Day, Office 

Closed 

 August 5                        

Board Meeting, 8:30am 

Jarvis Conference Room 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO POSTER CONTEST WINNERS 

The Salcha-Delta Soil and Water Conservation 

District’s annual conservation poster contest en-

courages students to express their ideas in an artistic 

manner about natural resources and agriculture 

awareness. This year’s theme “Dig Deeper Mysteries 

of the Soil” brought over 125 creative entries por-

traying how insects and animals assist in develop-

ment of top soil.  

The District would like to thank all who partici-

pated and extend a big thank-you  to Mrs. Cooney, 

Delta Elementary School art teacher. 

Please help us congratulate this year’s winners. 

Kindergarten & 1st Grade  

Eamon Barnard (1st), Avabella Cooney (2nd),    

Adeline Shepherd (3rd)  

2nd & 3rd Grade  

Janey Lemons (1st), Julia Bazan (2nd),  

Zion Lester (3rd) 

4th through 6th Grade 

Jamal Smith (1st), Nicole Smith (2nd) 

7th through 9th Grade 

Calvin Schenk (1st), Kirsty Schenk (2nd),  

Brandon Smith (3rd)  

Each winner was awarded a cash prize and a cer-

tificate from the Conservation District. The first 
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place posters advanced to the state poster contest 

for judging. The state winners will be announced at 

the spring meeting of Alaska Association Conser-

vation Districts.  

For many years, the District has sponsored this 

contest to instill youth with an appreciation for the 

environment.  

  
Tammie Kovalenko 

Conservation Education 

Poster contest winners from Delta Elementary School.  

Below: Winning posters were displayed at the Farm Forum.    



 

 

SWCD 2013/2014 SCHOLARSHIP WINNING ESSAY 

I have lived in Delta for nine years, I moved here in 

April of 2005 and have noticed a lot of environ-

mental issues hidden in the shadows of this beautiful 

town. Being in a Delta, hence the name; the soil 

beneath our feet can be very different in very close 

areas, meaning if I dig a hole in one area it may be 

sandy and full of small pebbles but if I dig a hole 

just ten feet away I could be thrusting my shovel 

into the most luscious soil around. Due to this dif-

ference in soils in order to get grass to grow in 

these sandy areas people burn the ground then 

apply an incomprehensible amount of fertilizers 

and grass seed. Fertilizer isn’t the biggest problem 

Delta faces, the lack of recycling in this town is 

remarkable. Just the drive from my house I pass 3 

peoples houses with junk cars and trash piled up in 

the trees like firewood for the winter. 

In the “Lower 48” there are laws against having 

“junk” in your yard if it is visible from the road 

system. I knew some people in the central United 

States that had to constantly go to court and fight 

for their right to house their “junk” on their prop-

erty. The city claimed it was unappealing to the eye 

and was ruining the town. In Delta we don’t have 

these strict rules which I’m not quite sure is good 

or bad. I don’t think people have the right to tell us 

what to do but there is a line on where people 

should start considering themselves as a hoarder 

and if they want to move forward with that title. 
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When I find people 

with an excess amount 

of “junk” I ask if I am 

able to do something 

about it, usually by 

taking some of the 

metal and doing 

something else with it 

(aka. recycling). Not 

only to get rid of un-

sightly messes but 

also stopping metal 

partials from seeping into the ground polluting the 

soil and water considering the water table is so 

shallow in Delta.  

The last few weeks I have been working on a pro-

ject for Salcha-Delta SWCD. I have been using 

pipe removed from a collapsed fence and have been 

using it to build shelving to organize all materials 

used and new in a ascetically pleasing manner. I 

collected the pipe from a pile in the woods much 

like described earlier, cut and welded the pipe mak-

ing a very strong shelf to hold the rest of the un-

used metal found on the property when purchased, 

but also any new metal purchased through the com-

pany for any other use’s in the coming years. The 

shelf is not only for metals but also wood on the 

opposite side of the structure, the shelf’s purpose is 

to be big enough to hold full length pipe and lum-

ber but also hold scraps as small as one foot long.   

The shelf that I have created was made completely 

out of recycled materials found on the premises 

meant to organize other used materials to be more 

easily accessible for other projects. Therefore not 

only benefiting the environment from rust decay in 

the ground and an unpleasing eye sore but also saving 

money and promoting the use of recycled materials 

for when I am no longer working in said company.  

 

Joshua Carson 

Delta Junction High School 
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