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DATES TO REMEMBER
 October 7
Board Meeting, 8:30am
Jarvis Conference Room
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 November 4
Board Meeting, 8:30am
Jarvis Conference Room
 November 27
Thanksgiving Day, Office
Closed
 December 2
Board Meeting, 8:30am
Jarvis Conference Room

Farmer’s Co-op. The 320 gallon pulltype sprayer is set up for broadcast
applications, fence lines, or spot spraying. The sprayer is available for rent at
$60/day.
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FIELD DAY DRAWS A CROWD
A group of over 40 individuals gathered
on August 14th at the UAF Field Research Farm in Delta Junction for a Field
Day hosted by the Salcha-Delta Soil and
Water Conservation District (SWCD)
and the UAF Cooperative Extension
Service (CES). Attendees enjoyed several
topics related to agricultural and horticultural production.
Phil Kaspari, CES Extension Agent,
and Meghan Lene, SWCD Agricultural
Specialist, demonstrated a sprayer calibration exercise and discussed rental
information on the newly acquired
sprayer (pictured below, behind the
tractor) that’s available at the Alaska

 October 13
Columbus Day, Office
Closed
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Robert Van Veldhuizen, UAF Research Assistant, (above) discussed
crop trends within his variety trials.

Many of the crops have been planted
annually over a period of years at the
UAF Field Research Farm and exposed
to a wide variability in climatic conditions on dry and irrigated land. Crops
included barley, wheat, oats, and canola.
Gardeners and greenhouse enthusiasts
enjoyed the tour of Rex and Shirlene
Wrigley’s high tunnel (below). A beautiful display of sweet corn, tomatoes,

bush beans, beets, cucumbers, and
potatoes captivated the audience. Fairbanks NRCS District Conservationist,
Joanne Kuykendall, discussed costshare assistance for high tunnel implementation and production.
As the sun sank into the horizon, Bryce
Wrigley discussed his on-farm variety
trials, including a barley variety from
Finland, several field pea varieties, and
canola.
The delicious meal was catered by
Andrea Lemons who took pride in her
menu which featured locally grown
products from Delta Meat & Sausage,
the Alaska Flour Company, Midnight
Sun Gardens, and Northern Lights
Dairy.
By Meghan Lene
Agricultural Specialist
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TEEN WORKS TOWARD EAGLE SCOUT WITH SWCD PROJECT
Delta Junction resident Liam Barnard recently
completed a stream bank stabilization project in
partnership with the Salcha-Delta Soil and Water
Conservation District, as part of the requirement to
earn his Eagle Scout rank.
“I decided to do this project
because I thought it would
be a great experience for me,
and it sounded like an amazing Eagle Scout project,” the
15-year-old high school
sophomore said.
Barnard planned, developed, and led the service
project, which culminated
with 40 man-hours of work
on June 16, 2014.
“At 11 Mile Crossing on Donnelly Training Area,
the army has installed a low-water crossing made
of concrete blocks to help protect the bottom of the
channel from damage when vehicles cross,”
Barnard explained. “After construction of the
crossing, the banks needed to be re-vegetated, so
my crew and I had to transplant various types of
plants including willow, cinquefoil, blueberry and
dwarf birch into the unstable banks.”
Barnard and 10 volunteers spent four hours one day
transplanting vegetation, installing a grass island to
channelize the stream, and planting a mix of
slender wheatgrass and tufted hairgrass in the upland areas where construction activities had left
bare spots of soil.

“We provided Liam [with] some training using
GPS mapping tools and GIS software,” said senior civil engineer for the SWCD Lori Richter, who
designed the low water crossing. “He adeptly used
these tools to map the site, then used the software
to compute the areas to be treated. He calculated
estimated quantities of plant material, figured the
tools he would need and estimated the amount of
time it would take to install the project.”
With the project installation, the stream at the
crossing is now more similar to its prior, natural
dimensions.
“The project benefits the district by demonstrating
the effectiveness of using locally available native
plant materials for site stabilization and revegetation techniques,” Richter said. The project also
minimized the impact to a recreational fisheries
resource while supporting sustainable use of the
area.
“Liam is a thoughtful, quiet young man who effectively led the group of youth he recruited to assist
with the installation,” Richter concluded. “I think
he should be proud of the work accomplished and
the experience he gained.”
Barnard has been involved in scouting for seven
years (including his time in the cub scouting
program, which covers ages 7–11). His interest in
conservation work is due in part to the fact that his
father, Colin Barnard, is the geographic information
system (GIS) specialist for the SWCD.
Continued on page 3...
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TEEN WORKS TOWARD EAGLE SCOUT . . . . CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
Liam said the most rewarding thing about the
project is knowing the stabilization will improve
the grayling habitat by decreasing the amount of
silt entering the stream.

HELP GROW A

“I wanted to complete my Eagle Scout because it
can get you far in life,” he said. “The skills you
learn and all the service you do all pays off in the
end.”
The site is stable to date, and Barnard continues
to monitor the vegetation for signs of stress and
survivability. He will submit his Eagle Scout Rank
Application and must pass a board of review before
he will officially earn the rank of Eagle Scout.
By Heather Wrigley
Guest Writer

2014-15 MASTER GARDENER CLASS
with Steven Seefeldt
Tanana District agriculture and horticulture
agent
Tuesday evenings in Fairbanks and Delta Junction
October 7—February 3, 6-9 p.m.

LOCATION:
Tanana District office, 724 27th Ave., Ste. 2,
Fairbanks
(Class offered by videoconference at
Delta Career Advancement Center)
FEE:
$300 (includes manual and class supplies)
REGISTRATION:
bit.ly/ces-workshops, via mail or in person
INFORMATION:
907-474-2423
ssseefeldt@alaska.edu
bit.ly/mgfairbanks
See brochure here:
http://www.uaf.edu/ces/2014-15-MG-Class-EBrochure.pdf
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